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Old Geelong Football Club Premiership Wraps    2016            Part 1             13/12/16 

Compiled and largely written by Peter Lemon 

Season 2016 proved to be one of the Old Geelong Football Club’s more successful seasons, bringing a Club 

18 Premiership on August 21, followed by the Firsts’ wonderful Division 1 victory on 10 September. 

As with previous premierships for the OGFC dating from 

the Reserves’ win of 1988, I have attempted to put 

together a Premiership Wrap (preferably sooner rather 

than later) after the event to act as a memento for those 

who might like to keep and treasure, and for others to use 

as they think fit. 

In relation to sooner, this time we have failed miserably:  

two weeks in Zambia followed by two weeks in Kenya 

shortly after the season ended, and significant other 

matters on my return, have greatly delayed things, so 

we’re going to start with separate sections to be sent out 

progressively with general club communications.   

Eventually they will be amalgamated to form one complete 

document, at least of historical interest, but that may still 

take some time. 

The club-wide request shortly after the Big Win for people 

to send in anecdotes and observations to support the 

publication was met brilliantly by a few, and ignored by 

most, but because of the delay there is still time for more 

if anyone is feeling guilty.  

Please email Peter Lemon at lemmododo@gmail.com if 

you have anything to contribute. 

Photo right: some great pictures were taken on the day by the VAFA photographer: none better than this one 

of Jock Grimshaw climbing a stairway to heaven on his way to taking an absolute screamer. 

mailto:lemmododo@gmail.com
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Memo to Stephen Lansdell and Jon Knight: unless you’re 195 centimetres tall, do not stand in the back row 

of a Premiership photo, particularly, Steve, if Josh Hoevenaars is lurking nearby. 

Results Summary 

The Club 18 Section 2 side took out their Premiership with a win against West Brunswick, who had been 

their main opposition during the home-and-away season. West Brunswick had won two of those three 

encounters, but OGS turned the tables in the Second Semi to run away in the final quarter, after scores were 

next to level at the final break. They then repeated the dose in the Grand Final, this time after trailing by two 

goals at three-quarter time, but kicking 4-2 to nothing in the final term: it was nice to know that at least one 

of our sides can handle Elsternwick Park. 

Club 18 Second Semi Final   Brens Oval, Saturday August 6 

Old Geelong      2-1    4-6   6-9   11-10-76   def  West Brunswick    3-3     4-6   6-8     7-9-51 

Apparently, a real arm wrestle for the first three quarters before OGS’ superior fitness (not a description one 

could use of many of OGS’ Club 18 sides over the years) saw them dominate the final term: a good effort as 

the game was an “away” game, played at Brunswick’s ground. 

Goals: J. Kemp 5, Grouios, Jacuzzi, Officer, Healy, Lynch, J. Graham 

Best: Healy, Graver, Sahlstrom, Kemp, Jefferis, Johnston 
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Club 18 Grand Final    Elsternwick Park, Sunday 21 August 

 

Old Geelong     2-0   4-2 7-2 11-4-70   defeated  

West Brunswick    3-1   5-2 9-3   9-3-57 

The first half was played in drizzle with little separating the sides. After half time and with Cam Sherwin 

controlling the ruck, and strong marking by John Graham, OGS booted two early goals to then maintain a 

lead for most of the term until West Brunswick managed to get away with three damaging and unanswered 

goals in time-on to grab the momentum going into three-quarter time. However, the hoops came back 

strongly in the last and were kicking with a light wind: within two minutes Healy had goaled and Archer 

followed with another a minute later and OGS were right on the way. We held onto a slim lead for the next 

15 minutes with OGS missing gettable shots, before one of those saw the opposition kick-in from full back 

intercepted by Jameson Hunter who kicked truly, and when Ollie Graham added another a few minutes later 

the OGS were home. 

Goals: Archer 4, Chiodo 2, Hunter, Cave, O. Graham, J. Kemp, Healy   

Best: Graver, Sherwin, Healy, Densten, J. Graham, Archer 
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The sealer 

Those to represent the OGFC in the winning side were: 

Josh Archer, Jimmy Cave, Zac Carroll, Lewie Chiodo (Captain/Coach), Adam Densten, Charles Gibbs, John 

Graham, Ollie Graham, Matt Graver, Peter Grious, Pat Healy, Henry Hewitson, Harry Hosegood, Jameson 

Hunter, James Imhoff, Duane Jefferis, Jack Johnston, Joe Kemp, Peter Lynch, Will Mason, Dale Mckie, Rhett 

Nicholas, Rob Officer, Donald Sahlstrom (hell, my Spellcheck hates that name), Cam Sherwin, Ed Simpson.  

======================================================================================= 

Firsts 

The Firsts did it the hard way (or is it the better way? See observations in later editions) after finishing as 

Minor Premiers when they nudged out Old Mentonians by just .2% to top the ladder at the end of Round 18, 

with both sides winning 14 and losing four for the home-and-away season. After OGS had lost three away 

games by the end of Round 5, winning 12 of the next 13 was an outstanding effort, but from leading by nearly 

three goals at half time against Mentone in the Second Semi we stopped dead and allowed the opposition to 

overrun us in the second half.  

Second Semi Final    Elsternwick Park, Sunday 28 August  

Old Geelong    2-8 6-9 7-13   8-17-65  lost to 

Old Mentonians   2-1 4-5 7-9 10-14-74 

Old Geelong kicked with the aid of a strong wind at Elsternwick Park and with a score-line of 2-8 by the end 

of the term chances had been well and truly wasted, especially with Mentone having goaled twice against 

the wind. Our second quarter, however, saw a great response and was undoubtedly our best for the match, 

with us heading into the half-time break nearly three goals to the better and seemingly back on track. 

However, the opposition’s intensity went up a notch in the third and ours rather went in the opposite 

direction, again with inaccuracy (another 2-8 for the second half) making the job so much harder.  
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Perhaps the long, pregnant, searing and 

deafening silence in the rooms after that game 

told the story; but it laid the groundwork for what 

was to come, as the following week we won our 

first Preliminary Final from four recent attempts, 

to gain promotion to Premier C Division.  

 

Preliminary Final       Bill Lawry Oval, Sunday 2 September 

Old Geelong          2-6    7-13   11-16    17-20-122  defeated  

Penleigh Essendon Grammar FC  (PEGS)     1-3    4-6       9-6       12-10-82  

Goals:  G. Burbury 5, McMeel 2, Grimshaw 2, Parsons 2, Bird 2, Sharp, S. Youngman, Wood, Morrison  

Best: O’Brien, Morrison, Burbury, James, McKay, Grimshaw 

In many ways, the foundation was set in the first quarter with a strong effort against the wind, marred only 

by our customary 

inaccuracy and 

Rupert Kemp losing 

his vision as a contact 

lens somersaulted 

through the air and 

disappeared into the 

grass. (More on the 

Great Contact Lens 

Disaster in a later 

Part of these notes 

when published.) 

The timeless, ageless 

Colby O’Brien was 

everywhere as OGS 

again peppered the 

goals in the second, 

and we could well have had the game fully under control at half time except for the points tally, but the signs 
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still looked good. We improved our accuracy somewhat in the third but the opposition’s five straight kept 

them in it, sort of, before the OGS took full control in the last. Playing only his second game in the Firsts, 

Harry Morrison was a great contributor, and the five goals to George Burbury saw OGS take it out strongly 

to gain another crack at Old Mentonians for the Premiership.  

Grand Final  Coburg City Oval, Saturday 10 September 

The Grand Final six days later was a titanic struggle in front of a large crowd; OGS again led Mentone by a 

couple of goals at half time after a strong second quarter when OGS goaled twice in the opening five minutes 

(yes, Aaron Bird, that kick did go at least 100 metres) and with Cal Wood in everything. With scores close to 

level at the 25-minute mark OGS managed two in the final minutes, to take their biggest lead for the game 

(10 points) into the half-time break. But memories of the third quarter of a fortnight earlier lurked in the 

minds of many of our supporters – perhaps justifiably as Mentone suddenly managed three in almost as 

many minutes to go out to a six-point lead mid-way through the quarter. But this time our payers did not 

falter and we fought back brilliantly to regain the lead, by three points at the final change. Great quarter, 

Jock Grimshaw, and by so many in the backline.  

The final term was nail-biting stuff (the writer lost 

everything up to the elbows, which possibly explains 

why his photos were so poor on the day), as much of 

the quarter was then played with OGS holding on to 

an eight-point lead and the ball endlessly moving 

between half-back line and half-back line.  

And then with about six minutes left on time-keeper 

Trevor King’s clock, classy on-baller Rupert de 

Crespigny roved a tap from Cal Wood in the forward 

pocket after a boundary throw-in. And snapped truly, 

to the delight of every OGS player and supporter, and 

to provide a handy buffer.    

After OGS managed to hold up play for crucial minutes 

Mentone were able to reply with one more, before 

the siren – weak as it was – sounded with the ball in 

OGS’ forward line and the blue-and-white victorious, some eight points in the lead.                                                VAFA 

Old Geelong  3-3 9-7 11-9 14-10-94   defeated 

Old Mentonians              5-3 7-5  10-12 12-14-86 

Goals: Grimshaw 3, Wood 2, Burbury 2, Gore, S. Youngman, Parsons, Leahy, de Crespigny, Bird, Balcombe 

Best: Wood, Barry, Sloss, Hutley, O’Brien, James 

The players to represent the Club in the winning side were: 

Tom Balcombe, Jason Barry, Aaron Bird, George Burbury, Rupert de Crespigny, Brad Gore, Jock Grimshaw, 

Josh Hoevenaars, Josh Hutley, Sandon James, Carl Joyce, Rupert Kemp, Andrew Leahy (Captain), Hugh McKay, 
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Harry Morrison, Colby O’Brien, Ryan Parsons, Will Sharp, Will Sloss, Cal Wood, Charles Youngman, Sam 

Youngman. 

Coach: Jon Knight. Assistant Coaches: Andrew Mills, James Wright, Michael Holland 

======================================================================================= 

Both the C18 and Firsts Grand Finals were videoed by the VAFA and can be viewed on the following link: 

http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/news?/watch-every-minute-of-our-2016-div-1-and-club-xviii-premierships 

Whilst they are an interesting record it has to be said that the lack of any commentary rather detracted from 

the overall effect. New Assistant Coach of the Firsts Nick Abbott has gone through the Firsts’ footage and 

reduced it to about 13 minutes of highlights and added a certain amount of audio; a link address for that is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EzbPJUIEAo&t=710s and it is well worth a look if you haven’t seen 

it. 

======================================================================================= 

General anecdotes and observations on the day and from the season 

1) Of Stats and Statisticians  

Amongst our terrific crowd of supporters at the Grand Final we spied The Coodabeen Champions’ anchor 

man, pivot man, epicentre and kingpin, Ian Cover, who has been a great friend of the Club over many years, 

including taking in the occasional game at Como when media commitments have permitted, and being the 

Master of Ceremonies for the Club’s 50 Year Dinner at Crown back in 2004. 

(That’s Coves seen at Como back in 

2013 along with Jon Anderson, and 

with perhaps regular caller to 

Coodabeens’ Talkback on a Saturday 

morning, Peter from Peterborough, 

just out of photo left. Who, rumour 

has it, was aghast at player Sammy 

Adam’s tatts playing for Old Geelong. 

Since then the world has changed and 

we have plenty of them now. And why 

not?) 

Which somewhat circuitously brings 

us to the subject of one of The Coodabeens’ other regular talk-back callers of a Saturday morning on the ABC, 

namely Stan the Statistician from Stradbroke Island.  

Following the Club’s two Premiership wins this year we arranged a conference call with the aforesaid Stan 

the Statistician to confirm and update the list of current players to have won two or more Premiership 

Medallions whilst playing for the OGFC. 

The updated list is now as follows: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EzbPJUIEAo&t=710s
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Rupert de Crespigny      

Under 19 North (2012);  

Division 1 Reserves (2013);  

Division 1 Firsts (2016)  

Siren time brings third Premiership Medallion 

to Rupert De Crespigny.  

That last quarter snap had been vital. 

 

 

 

 

Charles Gibbs      Club 18 Section 2 (2012 and 2016) 

John Graham       Club 18 Section 2 (2012 and 2016) 

Jock Grimshaw    Under 19 North (2012); Division 1 Firsts (2016) 

Rupert Kemp       Under 19 North (2012); Division 1 Reserves (2013); Division 1 Firsts (2016)  

Andy Leahy           Division 1 Reserves (2013); Division 1 Firsts (2016 – Captain) 

Rob Officer           Under 19 North (2009); Club 18 Section 2 (2016) 

Colby O’Brien       Division 2 Firsts (2005); Division 1 Firsts (2016) 

Will Sharp             Club 18 Section 2 (2012); Division 1 Firsts (2016) 

Will Sloss               Under 19 North (2012); Division 1 Firsts (2016)  

Callum Wood       Under 19 North (2009); Division 1 Firsts (2016) 

(Cal Wood actually came away with an additional medallion from each of those two games – more on that 

later in this edition.) 
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Don Sahlstrom   Club 18 Section 2 (2012 and 2016)   At least in 2016 his Dad did not have a vitally important 

golf appointment which he simply could not get out of (mumbled something about the British Open) as he 

had back in 2012. Ian is in there below, in the black and blue top. 

======================================================================================= 

2) Of two different Premierships 

One of the undoubted reasons for the Club’s 

success this year was the decision of George 

Burbury to come and play for the OGFC.  On the 

Saturday evening, back at Como after the game, 

we asked him, as a former Geelong Cats player 

and member of Geelong’s 2012 VFL Premiership 

team, which of the two Premierships meant the 

most to him.  

We fully expected him to say 2012 because it was 

at a higher level (just?) but the answer came back 

in a second:  

“Today’s.  

“Because I am playing with my mates.   

“I have never enjoyed playing football more than 

I have this year with Old Geelong.” 
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3) Of a player called Harry Morrison 

We’ve been asked if Harry Morrison is the first bloke still at school to have ever played in an OGFC 

Premiership side. The answer is actually “no”, even as far as the Firsts are concerned.  We did have Will 

Holmes, Charles Burbury, Jock Grimshaw and Will Sloss play in the Unders’ Premiership whilst still at GGS in 

2012, but even with the Firsts our records indicate one Michael Tinsley played on the half forward flank in 

all three finals games which led to the 1956 Premiership - whilst he too was still at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Harry in the Grand Final                                                           VAFA 
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4) And we’ve also been asked if Harry Morrison is the first 

Premiership player to have had his father also play in an 

OGS Premiership. (His dad Dougal played in the Firsts 

Premiership side of 1990.)  And again, the answer is “no”.  

John Handbury played in the 1990 Firsts Premiership side, 

whilst his father Bill had been a member of the 1966 

Reserves Premiership team, and Sam and Charlie 

Youngman’s dad Harry was a member of the Reserves 

Premiership side of 1988.  

However, Dougal and Harry are the first and only two to 

have played in Firsts’ Premiership teams.  

Only thing is that it took Dougal about five seasons to play 

in his Premiership – it took Harry just three games in the 

Ones.  

Dougal Morrison in the Firsts Grand Final of 1990 (in the 

background is Jamie Pescott who still regularly attends 

Pivot Lunches at Como). 

5) Of Coach’s Runners 

Some consider it to have been 

a turning point of the season.  

With Aidan Long as the 

Coach’s Runner for the first 

three away games of the year 

we had slumped, descended, 

to two wins and three losses - 

but then with Nick Hardie 

Grant doing the majority of 

the running for the rest of the 

season, we went on to win 12 

of the next 13. But for the 

Second Semi Nick was not 

available and back came 

Aidan, and we all know what 

happened there! Thankfully 

he (Nick) was available for the 

Preliminary and Grand Finals, 

and the result was a triumph. 

                        Nick Hardie Grant, moments after the final siren 
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6)  Of Medals x 4, as lightning strikes twice 

Each year the winner of the Best Player in the Division 1 Firsts Grand Final (as voted by the umpires) is 

presented with the John Manton Medal by the 

VAFA.  

For our recent win that player was named as 

Callum Wood, whose performance on the day 

was fantastic. 

So, in addition to his Premiership medal, I 

calculate that made two medals for the day 

(and my maths are usually impeccable).  

And these two in turn came on top of two 

previous medals which he received  

at the same ground,  

in similar circumstances, back in 2009.   

When our Under 19s won the U19 North 

Premiership – and Cal was awarded the Peter 

Harris Medal for the Best on Ground.  

                 VAFA 

                  Which I think totals four medals in all. 

 

Cal Wood left: Sept 2009  -  and above: Sept 2016 

On the same theme, great to see John Manton getting so 

much pleasure out of presenting the medal above. The last 

time he did so where an OGFC team was involved was in 

2008, when it went to a Bulleen-Templestowe player, and 

OGS had lost the Grand Final. 

 

 

 



 

13 
 

7) Of doing it not just for yourselves 

 

Those boys who represented the Club in the Firsts this year and especially in the Grand Final might not realise 

it, but not only did you do it for yourselves, you also did it for so many, many people right across the entire 

spectrum of the Club’s existence.  As a very few of very many examples: 

a) Gentleman to the far right above and looking clearly contented is Deryk Stephens who was 20th man for 

the Premiership side of 1957 (did he get a run?), played 159 games for the Club from 1956 to 1969, and was 

Captain of the Firsts in 1963.  

b) And there was an email in a day or so later from long-

standing Pivot Member Guy Nevett – who played in the 

Club’s first-ever game on 24 April 1954 (as 19th man: did he 

get a run?) - congratulating the Club on its great win.  

c) The news sweeps the links. We also received a text 

message from former player Stu Anderson (39 games in the 

mid-70s and former Club Secretary) the following day 

saying that he was “playing golf at St. Andrews” and had 

heard that OGS had won the Premiership - and anxiously 

seeking my confirmation. 

 I replied in the affirmative, whilst asking him if that was St. 

Andrews in Scotland, or St. Andrews in Victoria, 3761, 

Australia.        

Seems it was the former. 

   

                    Stuart Anderson - 1970s 
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d) And an email sent to Pivot Club President, Lachie Stevens, came in from Fiona McQueen 

“Hi Lachie,                      

“I am the daughter of John Joyce who was a 

regular at the OGS games up until his passing in 

2014. (A regular! Like, hardly ever missed a 

Saturday, Reserves included, at home or far 

away, from mid-1970 until the end of season 

2013. – P.L.) 

“My mother Beverley Joyce (who remains a 

Pivot Member of the Club) received a surprise 

phone call from John Manton after the OGS’ 

Grand Final win to tell her that during the 

celebrations after the win my father was 

mentioned .... he indeed would have been 

watching the game and calling out 

encouragement to the players! (Most of whom 

would have indeed picked up their man. – P.L.)     John Joyce, 2012 

“I just wanted to let you know how much it meant to my mother that my father is still remembered fondly 

there....  

“All the best for the OGS in 2017...... Kind regards,  Fiona McQueen” 

8) Of aging gracefully (the jumper, that is) or “At least he can still fit into it.” 

Interesting to see 1990 Firsts 

Premiership player Simon 

Bones at the Grand Final game 

in 2016, wearing his 

Premiership jumper from 26 

years ago. 

(Perhaps the current Treasurer 

should check to see if he ever 

paid for it. 

Because even with current 

record-low interest rates,  

Bones could still owe the Club a 

fortune.) 
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That’s the same jumper, as 

Simon breaks clear on the half-

back line in the 1990 match.  

(In the background, Sam Baylis 

gapes, and gasps, at the sight of 

such blistering pace.) 

     

 

 

 

 

 

9) Of watery recoveries 

Recovery sessions at the beach and in the waters of Port Phillip Bay were a regular feature for the Firsts this 

year, generally on Sunday mornings (and aided, it is alleged, by OGS’ answer to Tony Abbott, namely Jo 

Cantor).   

This continued straight after the loss of the Second Semi – it’s not all that far from Elsternwick Park to the 

waters of Port Phillip Bay – and also immediately after the Preliminary Final victory at the Bill Lawry Oval in 

Northcote. Which we would suggest involved a much longer journey and great dedication.  

Recovery on the Sunday after the Premiership, however, was a very different affair: indeed, it has been 

suggested that there are some who have still not recovered. 
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10) Of wise counsel 

Whilst all the players headed for the beach after the Preliminary, fortunately there was not the same 

requirement for our officials or those who had just stood and watched. Leaving Bill Lawry Oval after a couple 

of post-game light ales, Will Reed and I had a word with the PEGS team manager who was forlornly loading 

their gear into the back of his car.  His comment was that “You must make sure that you don’t go up a grade 

as a Grand-Final loser”.  And I could not agree more. 

Whilst I’ve heard it said before that to get into a Grand Final and gain promotion to a higher section is all for 

the Club, and winning a grand final is just for the players, I can only say (and I don’t care whom I offend) that 

that is just a load of rubbish. Losing a grand-final leaves an empty feeling for years. 

 

 

Much the better way to go 

up a section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

======================================================================================= 

That concludes Part 1 of this publication….. Part 2, which is in the course of production, will deal with a 

number of subjects, including but in no way limited to: 

 Will Reed: my Grand Final day -  a report from Apollo Bay! 
 

 Cathie Kemp and some observations on the day from closer to hand 
 

 The Great Contact Lens Disaster of the Preliminary Final (and How the Day was Saved) 
 

 Some thoughts on the Club 18 win 
 

 The perplexing matter of OGS’ accuracy when kicking for goal 
 

 Cullen Gunn’s subsequent communication to the members of his 1990 group who were not able to be 
there on the day 
 

 A number of other emails which came in after the win 
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 Did it all start from October, 2014, on a QANTAS napkin? 
 
 

Photo credits   VAFA (5) *  Peter Lemon (Most) *  Peter Ward – The Sun (1) *   The Sunday Herald (1) 

And to Aidan Long: we were just kidding. Help and assistance always greatly appreciated. 

 

 

“Of course, Charles, I would have been out there 

playing today, if Youngman hadn’t broken my 

nose.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be continued……. 


